
Presented by Jordie Duncan & Kelly GuerrieroSixth College Advising www.sixth.ucsd.edu

From CAT to Cap
(& gown)

From CAT to Cap
(& gown)

Senior Academic Advisors



o1

o2

o4

2nd
major/minor

requirements

GE & university
requirements

Major
requirements

University
requirements

Grad school
prereqs

03

05

02Page

Learning Objectives

Process for creating your plan

Other Considerations

Q&A / Create a plan

Agenda



Learning Objectives
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Acknowledge that long term academic plans can and will change 

Identify the tools and resources available to students to help create your long
term plan(s)

Demonstrate knowledge of differences between college and major academic advising

Understand how and when to communicate with academic advisors to seek support
with potential changes

Understand the university policies regarding time to degree 



04Page

Creating A Long Term Plan

Do It Yourself
Planning

Academic
Advising

Other 
Considerations
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Utilize resources available to you to
start the foundation of your plan

Do It Yourself Planning

Major exploration

Academic plans Degree audit

Academic history

Sixth GE List

General Catalog
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First, consider your long term goals

Research

Internship

Graduate
School
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Abroad

Minor

Double 
Major

Graduate
Early

Work
Experience

Do It Yourself Planning

Here are some examples you may want to take into consideration when creating your plan.

Graduation



Do It Yourself Planning

plans.ucsd.edu
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Review Academic Plans 

Step 1: Enter the
information for the plan

you want to view
Step 2: Review the plan. 

Things to take note of: 
4 Year or Transfer Plan
GE Overlaps
These plans are a guide to help start your planning.
Your individual plan may vary based on placement,
transfer coursework, etc.

Step 3 Read the comments
(under the plan) 
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Unsure of what you
want to major in? 

That’s okay! You can still look through plans.ucsd.edu
as well as use the tools below for major exploration

Talk to professors & TAs
about their journey

Take a variety of GE courses Utilize Career Center
resources

Research careers/jobs you
are interested in

Other campus resources -
AIP, Study Abroad, etc.



Do It Yourself Planning

TritonLink Tools
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Understanding your Degree Audit

this tool helps
track your progress

towards meeting
your graduation

requirements

& it allows you to see
which requirements
you’ve already met

with transfer courses
or test scores

scan the QR code below for an in
depth tutorial on degree audits



Do It Yourself Planning

TritonLink Tools
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Reading your Academic History

Where your transfer
credit is coming

from

How many units
you’ve transferred

to UCSD

How your courses
transfered to UCSD courses

Note: it’s okay if the ‘UCSD approx’
is blank. You can still receive

transfer units even if there isn’t an
exact equivalent. 

How the course was
numbered/titled at
previous institution



Do It Yourself Planning

scan the QR code below for an in
depth tutorial on using the catalog

catalog.ucsd.edu

It may feel overwhelming to choose GE
course just from looking at the list of

options. The catalog provides descriptions
of courses which can help you decide if a

class sounds interesting to you. 

The catalog also provides important
information, such as prerequisites and

duplication of credit
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General Catalog



Do It Yourself Planning

sixth.ucsd.edu

Sixth College GE Requirements 12Page

You can overlap between major & GE requirements
(remember this is also noted on Academic Plans)
Make sure you understand where your transfer
courses and test scores count so you don’t
duplicate 
We have helpful lists on our website:

Course Offerings (updated quarterly) - this will
show you what Sixth GEs are being offered, from
each area, for that specific quarter 
The Sixth GE and University overlaps list - this
will help you find overlaps with requirements
like DEI and JTCCER



Do It Yourself Planning
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Let’s Review!
Determine your goals

Select a major (or plan for major exploration)

Learn your requirements (use plans.ucsd.edu + degree audit + Sixth GE List) 

Check where your transfer work applies (use academic history + degree audit)
If something is missing or appears incorrect, always let your advisor know!

Learn more about the courses you can/will take (use the general catalog)

Make a quarter by quarter draft to take to advising
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Major Department Advising Sixth College Advising

Major requirements
Faculty Advisors
Research/Internships
guidance
Graduate school questions

Sixth College GEs
University requirements
University policy and
procedures
& the ‘I dont know where to
go for _____’ questions!

Go to for.. Go to for.. 
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Major Department Advising
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It’s helpful to go through the ‘Do It Yourself’
planning steps so you have a draft and

questions for your major advisor to review!

You can reach out to your

major advisor by going to

the VAC (vac.ucsd.edu) and

selecting Ask A Question

then choosing the

department name from the

drop down list

You can also typically find
their drop-in advising /

appointment offerings on the
VAC or on their website. 

(Hint: Google UCSD
‘<department name> advising 
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Sixth College Advising
Academic Advising 16Page

It’s recommended to
have your major advisor
review your plan first as

the GE/University
requirements tend to
have more flexibility

than major
requirements as to
where they can be

placed in your plan.

For long-term planning,

Sixth College advising can

assist you with all your

GE and University

requirements (DEI, AH&I,

JTCCER, unit totals)

Referrals
General
career

objectives



Other Considerations

Quarter Limit Policy Selective / Screened Majors

Things to Consider
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Academic Department
Tentative Course Offerings

Know the requirements + process to apply (ask
department advisor any questions you have)
Not a guarantee so always have an alternate plan

There is a process to petition for extra time, if
needed
Not something to panic about, but something to be
aware of

Most departments will post their tentative course
offerings for the academic year, on their website.
Remember: Google UCSD <department name> and
it should come right up! 
Some courses may only be offered once a year so
it’s important to check these lists to avoid any
delays in your plan! 



Other Considerations

Long Term Planning Advice
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Choices are a good thing!

It’s a good idea to check in with Academic Advisors regularly

Long term plans are not set in stone! They can and will evolve - and we’re
here to help!

Having alternate plans is always smart idea



Sixth YouTube channel:

QUESTIONS?
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Blank QxQ planning sheet:

Now, you can start your own draft! 

plans.ucsd.edu

catalog.ucsd.edu

sixth.ucsd.eduSixth GE page:

http://plans.ucsd.edu/
http://catalog.ucsd.edu/
http://sixth.ucsd.edu/

